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Graffiti Removal Techniques

Pressure Washing Sand Blasting Painting Over



Wash water

Structural materials

Coating debris

Potential Pollutants

Cleaning compounds 

Paint chips

Leftover paint



General BMPs

Train Employees

Require BMPs in Contract Specifications

Block Storm Drains

Vacuum or Sweep Solid Waste

Properly Dispose of Wastes and Wash Water



✓Check with local wastewater agency 

before discharging wash water to sanitary 

sewer

✓Dispose of leftover cleaning solutions as 

hazardous waste

Specific BMPs for Pressure Washing



✓Use a sander with a vacuum filter bag

✓Collect solid waste by vacuuming or sweeping and 

dispose of properly

✓Check with local wastewater agency before 

discharging wash water to sanitary sewer

Specific BMPs for Sand Blasting



✓Use the least toxic materials available

✓Transport paint in containers with secure lids

✓ Inspect equipment for leaks prior to starting to paint

✓Tighten all hoses and connections

✓Properly dispose of leftover paints

X Do not mix, transfer, or load paint near storm drain inlets

X Do not overfill paint container

Specific BMPs for Painting Over



▪ CASQA Fact Sheet SC-70 Road and 
Street Maintenance

scvurppp.org/members 

▪ SCVURPPP BMP Fact Sheet 

(mobile graffiti removal 

businesses)

MyWatershedWatch.org 

Resources

https://scvurppp.org/members/
www,MyWatershedWatch.org


• Protect nearby storm drain inlets

• Cleanup by sweeping or vacuuming 

thoroughly, and/or using absorbent 

and properly disposing

• Collect runoff from sand blasting 

and high pressure washing

• Berm area and/or cover storm 

drain inlets

• Vacuum/pump wash water to 

sanitary sewer with approval

• Use waterless and non-toxic 

methods



Painting

Pressure 

Washing

Sand 

Blasting



SCVURPPP Muni Ops AHTG:

Kristin Kerr, P.E., QSD/P
kakerr@eoainc.com 
510-832-2852 x122

Contact Information

mailto:kakerr@eoainc.com
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