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Compost Socks vs. Fiber Rolls
The SMACKDOWN!

(Inlet Protection BMPs)




Reminder:

SB 1383 - Procurement Requirement

= Beginning January 1, 2022, SB 1383 requires cities/counties to
procure annually a quantity of recovered organic waste products.

= CalRecycle annual procurement target for each jurisdiction based
on population. Jurisdictions can fulfill their target by procuring any
combination of the following recovered organic waste products:

« Compost (.08 tons/capita x 0.58 conversion factor) (Composted wood
mulch counts too!)

* Mulch (.08 tons/capita) (This is for uncomposted wood mulch.)

 Renewable Energy (Transportation Fuel, Heat, and Electricity) from

Anaerobic Digestion and Electricity from Biomass Conversion (Various
calculations)
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Ways to Procure Compost and Mulich in
Construction Projects

Municipal Capital Improvement Program Projects:
 Direct purchase of erosion and sediment control compost BMPs

* Require contractor to use erosion and sediment control compost
BMPs

» Final vegetation/Bioretention areas use compost and mulch

« Composted wood mulch counts as compost - if it has been
composted by a permitted producer (not your wood chips)
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General Guidance for Inlet Protection

= |nlet protection should not:

* increase flooding (where does overflow go?)

« cause sediment discharge (i.e. broken sand bags/gravel bags)
= |nlet protection should be:

* maintained regularly

* removed at end of job

* reducing discharges of sediment and other pollutants

= |nlet protection may be off site
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Sediment Control BMPs: Inlet Protection

= Gravel bags

 Located around inlet based
on direction of flow

Spillway, 1—bag high Sandbaogs
Z—bags high

TYPICAL PROTECTION FOR INLET ON GRADE
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Poor Inlet Protection
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Compost Socks
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Fiber Rolls
(aka Straw Wattles)
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Fiber Rolls Uses
= Perimeter control

» Contact with ground
« Stake in
* Trench in
» Overlap ends
* Replace damaged rolls
= Impervious surface — do they work? (hint: see
video)
* Weigh down with gravel bags
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Good Uses for Fiber Rolls

Contact with ground

« Staked in
* Trenched on slope

Overlap rolls
Along contours of hillside
Spacing depends on slope,

Photo source:
Caltrans
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Poor Installations or Uses of Fiber Rolls
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A comparison of the effectiveness of
Fiber Rolls vs. Compost Socks for inlet protection

aka FIBER ROLL SMACK DOWN VIDEO
(my title)

Courtesy of John M. Teravskis
and “The Monthly Dirt” Newsletter

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ_krMLJ4C4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ_krMLJ4C4

Another video showing the inadequacy of
Fiber Rolls used for inlet protection

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aSq1pSGNVK
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CASQA BMP
Fact Sheets

Compost Socks and Berms
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Questions?
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Contact Info:
Peter Schultze-Allen
Senior Scientist
pschultze-allen@eoainc.com
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