
San Pablo Ave Green Stormwater Spine
June 10, 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program 
Annual C3 Workshop
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Federal, State, Local Partnerships

ABAG/
MTC

EPA
SFEP

◼ Collaborative, Non-regulatory Public Agency

◼ Protect and improve water quality & habitats

◼ Estuary Blueprint – 5-year workplan
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Project Concept Overview

Implement green retrofits in 4 cities 
along San Pablo Ave (originally 7)

Treat 6 acres of impervious surface 
(originally 7) 

Emphasis on vegetated approaches in 
public right-of-way
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Key Project Goals

Demonstrate Multiple Benefits of GSI

Improve Water Quality

Increase Public Awareness

Increase Public Agency Acceptance

Transform the Public Right-of-Way
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Project Funding and Team

Task Funder Amt Project Team

Plans, Specs, Engineering, 
Interpretive Signage

US EPA/DWR-
IRWM/MTC-BATA

$450K
Wilsey Ham (civil engineering), 
Quadriga (landscape design), 
Kevin Michael Perry (visioning)

Construction Management, 
Plant Establishment, Water 

Quality Monitoring

DWR-IRWM/MTC-
BATA

$2M*
Harris and Associates/MNS Engineering (CM), 
San Francisco Estuary Institute (Monitoring)

Construction Activities Caltrans/MTC-BATA $1.8M* Ghilotti Bros, Inc. 

El Cerrito 3 Site -
Standalone

NRA-Strategic 
Growth 

Council/MTC-BATA
$720K* Same as above 

Total $4.97M* *Final tally not in yet



Project Sites Constructed
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Aerial View 

Conceptual Design

June 14, 2021

Berkeley Site - Before
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Berkeley Site - After
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Aerial View 

Conceptual Design
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Oakland Site - Before
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Oakland Site - After
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Aerial View 

Conceptual Design
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El Cerrito Site - Before
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El Cerrito Site - After
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Aerial View 

Conceptual Design
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Emeryville Site - Before
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Emeryville Site - After
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Click to edit Master title style

June 14, 2021

Challenges & Lessons
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Major Lessons Learned

▪ Integrate GSI into larger street improvement project 

rather than standalone retrofits

▪ Budget for utility investigations, coordination and 

accommodation!!!!!

▪ Limit project to 2-3 separate jurisdictions!!!

▪ Need active participation & support from municipal 

partners!!

▪ Be flexible in project management: build low-

hanging fruit projects earlier

▪ Communication with partners, funders, impacted 

businesses/residents is critical

▪ Any problem is solvable with enough time and money
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Thank You

Have Questions?

Josh Bradt |  Project Manager

o 415.778-6671   |    c 510.292.7240

Josh.bradt@sfestuary.org 

sfestuary.org

http://sfestuary.org/

