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» Crew with 
harnesses (slopes), 
string trimmers (2-
cycle engines),

» Resulting debris 
(will need to be 
hauled)

» Crew 
endangerment

» Noise and air 
pollution from 
equipment

» QAC/QAL 
applications of 
glyphosate or other 
systemic chemicals

» Negative 
environmental 
impacts

» Negative public 
perception

» Alt: Use of 
alternative, OMRI 
certified products 
reverse negative 
impacts

» Alt:  Goats/sheep

» Requires electric 
fencing and 
experienced 
handlers

» No pollution

» Quiet

» No debris to haul

» Natural fertilization 
during project

» Alt: Sheet mulching

» Long-term control if 
sheet material 
properly installed

» Combined with  
mulch is an aesthetic 
solution for weedy 
areas 

» Can protect native 
plantings during 
establishment

» Conserves water 
while greatly 
reducing weed 
germination

» Alt:  Mulch Mowing

» Free material!

» Reusing waste 
product from 
pruning activities

» Enriches soil as it 
breaks down

» Conserves water 
while reducing weed 
germination

» 100% organic and 
sustainable and 
regenerative
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Weed Control Techniques 

Mechanical/Chemical/Sustainable Alternatives
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Biotech Campus, South San Francisco  2018
Year 1:  Crews with line-trimmers
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Biotech Campus, South San Francisco 2018
Year 1:  Crews with line-trimmers
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Biotech Campus, South San Francisco 2018
Year 1:  Crews with line-trimmers

Operations Considerations: 
• Competent person certification
• Additional equipment (harnesses, life lines)
• Training of crews on harness/life lines
• Additional safety protocol
• Inherent risk in operations

Environmental Considerations:
• 2-stroke engines have worst emissions 
• Noise pollution from multiple machines for 7-8 hours/day
• Use of fossil fuels
• Materials hauled offsite to transfer station green waste
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Biotech Campus, South San Francisco 2019
Grazing approved – late arrival in July – note tall anise stalks 
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Biotech Campus, South San Francisco 2019
Pampas not yet in bloom
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Biotech Campus, South San Francisco 2020
April 2020 site conditions – recommended May grazing operations 



BEST FOR You
O R G A N I C S  C O M P A N Y

9

Biotech Campus, South San Francisco 2020
Arrival July 14 – note brown grasses, heavy anise stalks:  less to eat and fuel has been on ground for a month 
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Biotech Campus, South San Francisco 2020
Operations were fast due to less material for the herd to eat – loaded out August 3 (total 21 days) 
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Biotech Campus, South San Francisco 2020
Areas appear overgrazed as no green will appear until winter rains; earlier grazing will leave grasses to grow 
for a time so will dry shorter in June.  This gives a more uniform, “stabilized” appearance.   
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From the neighborhood
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Diamond View Apartments, San Francisco

Neighbors enjoying the herd
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Fall/winter grazing 2019 – 2020

2021: mid-March with added area

13

Diamond View Apartments, San Francisco
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Before
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St. Ignatius Sports Field - Pacifica

After








































