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May 2, 2005           
 
Mr. Bruce Wolfe 
Executive Officer 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
San Francisco Bay Region 
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
Subject:  Transmittal of the Hydromodification Management Plan Final Report (April 2005)  
 
Dear Mr. Wolfe: 
 
The Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program (SCVURPPP) is pleased to submit a final 
Hydromodification Management Plan (HMP) report (“Final Report”) to the Water Board.  With this letter we have 
provided three (3) hard copies of the report and three (3) CDs containing the report and all of the appendices.  The 
Final Report has also been posted on the SCVURPPP website (www.scvurppp.org). 
 
The SCVURPPP Management Committee unanimously approved the Final Report at its April 21, 2005 meeting.  
The Final Report has been revised based on numerous discussions with your staff and with our Management 
Committee, as well as comments received from the public over the past few years.  As you are aware, during this 
period, SCVURPPP Co-permittees began implementation of HMP requirements on select projects of heightened 
potential concern; while such early implementation efforts will continue, the Co-permittees do not plan to begin 
wholesale implementation of the HMP by revising their policies and ordinances until the Water Board has reviewed 
it and issued its approval.   
 
Please note that the Program has been working on a list of additional action items, identified in the Final Report, and 
summarized in Attachment 1 to this letter.  One of those actions is ongoing coordination with other Bay Area 
programs to strive for a consistent approach to Hydromodification Management.  As you and members of the Water 
Board are already well aware, a “level-playing-field” for all Bay Area communities relative to the HMP approach, 
requirements, and implementation dates is extremely important to the SCVURPPP Co-permittees and we appreciate 
your understanding of and sensitivity to this issue.   
 
We look forward to working with Water Board staff and other stormwater programs toward a consistent and level 
approach to HMP requirements as part of the upcoming regional permit to be applied to all Bay Area programs.  
Please contact me or Jill Bicknell if you have any questions. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
//Original Signed by Adam W. Olivieri// 
 
Adam W. Olivieri, Dr.PH, P.E. 
Program Manager 
 
cc: (via email)  SCVURPPP Management Committee 
  Shin-Roei Lee,  Jan O’Hara and  Sue Ma, RWQCB staff 
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Attachment 1 

SCVURPPP HMP - Summary of Next Steps1 
(from Chapter 7 of March 2005 HMP Report – tasks in italics added) 

 
 

 
Task 

Time 
Frame 

Anticipated 
Start Date 

Anticipated 
Completion 

Date 

1. Develop the following: 
a. a funding mechanism such that projects can 

utilize in-stream control options 
b. a methodology for determining developer 

contributions based on the stream changes 
expected to result from changes in project 
runoff conditions. 

Medium  
12/04 

 
11/04 

 
6/06 

 
6/06 

2. Work with City/County planning and public works 
departments and the Water District to determine the 
timing and method of notifying District staff during 
the development review process about HMP 
projects that may need in-stream controls, in a 
manner that does not unreasonably prolong the 
review process. Further, look at ways to improve 
method to provide early communication on group 1 
projects reporting. 

 

Short 11/04 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7/05 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Facilitate review of District’s MDL analysis, both 
by the Co-permittees and the Expert Panel, and 
work with the Management Committee to 
determine the need to integrate some or all of the 
MDL analyses into implementation of the HMP. 

Short 5/05 10/05 

4. Conduct additional studies of implementation of 
site design, integrated management practices, 
and/or basins at example development sites in 
Santa Clara Valley. 

Long 7/05 6/06 

5. BAHM Development Project                  Regional 
 

(Conducted over 2 FYs)             Local Calibration 

Short 
 
Long 

6/05 
 

12/05 
 

05-06& 06-07 

                                                 
1 All dates depend on availability of resources and cooperation/collaboration of numerous staff from different 
agencies and may change because of circumstances beyond the control of the Program.  The Program periodically 
updates the Management Committee regarding schedule changes and will transmit updates schedules to Regional 
Board staff. 
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Task 

Time 
Frame 

Anticipated 
Start Date 

Anticipated 
Completion 

Date 

6. Apply HMP requirements to additional projects and 
obtain feedback/suggestions for further refinement 
and implementation guidance 

Medium As needed, 
beg. 1/05 

As needed 

7. Coordinate with other Bay Area stormwater 
programs to work toward a consistent approach for 
the Bay Area. 

 

Medium Ongoing Ongoing 

8. Coordinate additional Co-permittee, Bay Area 
stormwater program, and Regional Board staff 
review process and progress meetings, including: 
a. The development of a schedule for Bay Area-

wide HMP implementation pursuant to 
requirements to be adopted by the Regional 
Board in the upcoming regional municipal 
urban runoff permit. 

b. Public outreach – HMP updates, workshop 
c. HMP Work Group Meetings (3, 1 on MDL 

Analysis) 

 
 
 
Medium 
 
 
 
Short 
Short 

 
 
 

1/05 
 
 
 

12/04 
12/04 

 
 
 

12./05 
 
 
 

10/05 
9/05 

9. Collect data on the implementation of the HMP at 
small sites for a period of two years after the start 
of implementation, and plan to re-evaluate the 
small site size threshold and approach at that time.  
Conduct and document reevaluation. 

Long 6/05 6/07 
 
 

6/07 

10. Make additional refinements per:  1) lessons 
learned from implementation efforts based on the 
draft HMP; 2) the need for consistency with HMPs 
being developed by other Bay Area stormwater 
programs; and 3) development community, Co-
permittee, and Regional Board feedback. 

Long 7/05 Report in ARs 
beginning with 
FY 05-06 AR 
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The HMP Report and Appendices 
can be viewed on the SCVURPPP 
website: www.scvurppp.org 
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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 
ASCE American Society of Civil Engineers 

BASMAA Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association 

BMPs Best Management Practices 

CA California 

CalTrans California Department of Transportation 

CASQA California of Stormwater Quality Association  

cfs Cubic Feet per Second 

CWA Clean Water Act 

Ep Erosion Potential 

EPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 

GIS  Geographic Information System 

HEC HMS Hydrologic Engineering Center Hydrologic Modeling System 

HMP Hydromodification Management Plan 

MHHW Mean Higher High Water 

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

Qc Critical Flow 

RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board 

SCVURPPP Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program 

SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District 

TM Technical Memorandum 

WMI Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative 

 




