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Santa Clara County Clean Water Program 
ÅPart of Consumer and Environmental Protection Agency
ÅResponsible for stormwater permit compliance

ÅUnincorporated Santa Clara County only

ÅConstruction sites are not our primary responsibility
ÅConstruction site inspections are done by the Department of 

Planning and Development 

ÅClean Water Program (CWP) gets involved only if there is a 
complaint or if additional support is needed to bring a site 
into compliance



Bear Creek 
Road Site
ÅConstruction site near Lexington 
Reservoir (3 parcel subdivision)

ÅSite is more than 7 acres, 
disturbed area just over 2 acres

ÅPrior to construction, the lot was 
primarily undeveloped and full of 
redwood trees

Black Creek





Background on site history
ÅPlanning Dept issued a grading permit on June 29, 2018.

ÅPlanning department has been conducting monthly wet weather inspections.

ÅInspector has been working with the site owner to implement appropriate Best Management 
Practices (BMPs).

ÅSite owner was resistant to inspectors requests for appropriate BMP installation.

ÅA complaint was sent to the planning department by a concerned neighbor in December. 

ÅPlanning Department referred complaint to CWP.



Initial complaint
ÅDecember 3rd 2018

ÅA resident complained that sediment has traveled from a 
neighboring construction site across their fence and on to 
their property.

ά¢ƘŜ ŘƛǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ нрΩ ƻƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƴŎŜ 
and with the next severe storm that is predicted to hit this 
week I am guessing there will be a significant amount of dirt 
ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΦέ



Initial Complaint 
Investigation 12-4-19
ÅConfirmed neighbors complaint, site discharged to 
their property

ÅAdditionally:
ÅSediment discharge to the creek

ÅIneffective BMP installation
















