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Program Overview
The Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution 
Prevention Program (SCVURPPP or Program) is 
an association of 15 municipal agencies in the Santa 
Clara Valley that discharge stormwater to the 
lower South San Francisco Bay.  Member agencies 
(Co-permittees) include the cities of Campbell, 
Cupertino, Los Altos, Milpitas, Monte Sereno, 
Mountain View, Palo Alto, San José, Santa Clara, 
Saratoga, and Sunnyvale, the towns of Los Altos Hills 
and Los Gatos, the County of Santa Clara, and the 
Santa Clara Valley Water District.  The Program and 
member agencies implement pollution prevention, 
source control, monitoring and outreach programs 
aimed at reducing pollutants in stormwater runoff, 
protecting water quality and beneficial uses of the 
San Francisco Bay and Santa Clara Valley creeks 
and rivers. The Program also promotes valuing 
stormwater as an important resource.   

The Program is organized, coordinated, and 
implemented in accordance with a Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA) signed by the member 
agencies.1  The Program’s Management Committee, 
consisting of one designated representative and 
one alternate from each member agency, meets 
monthly to discuss and make decisions regarding 
Program business.  Program management services 
are provided by EOA, Inc. and the City of Sunnyvale 
is the Program’s fiscal agent.  

Stormwater Management Requirements
In November 2015, the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit for municipal stormwater discharges in the San Francisco 
Bay, also known as the Municipal Regional Permit (MRP), was reissued 
with new requirements. The MRP covers 76 municipal agencies in five Bay 
area counties and includes requirements for controlling specific pollutants 
of concern including mercury, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and trash, 
water quality monitoring, and implementing stormwater runoff controls 
for new development and redevelopment projects.  

New requirements in the revised MRP include:  

Development of Green Infrastructure Plans by each member • 
agency

Reducing trash loads in stormwater by 80% by July 2019• 

Developing and implementing a trash monitoring program for • 
creeks and shorelines 

Reducing mercury and PCB loads to the Bay from stormwater• 

Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program
2016 PROGRAM SUMMARY

SCVURPPP Receives 
National Award  

In 2016, SCVURPPP was awarded the Overall Winner of the National Municipal 
Stormwater and Green Infrastructure Awards for its outstanding stormwater management 
program and commitment to installing green infrastructure. These awards are part of the National 
Municipal Stormwater and Green Infrastructure Awards program, led by Water Environment Federation 
(WEF) through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

1 In 2016, SCVURPPP member agencies extended the Program’s Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) through 2021. 
 



“To assist in the protection of beneficial 

uses of receiving waters by preventing 

pollutants generated from activities in 

urban areas from entering runoff to the 

maximum extent practicable.” 

MISSION STATEMENT
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The amount of trash that makes its way from streets, 
sidewalks and private properties to local creeks and 
rivers through the stormwater conveyance system 
remains a high priority concern for municipalities 
in the Santa Clara Valley.  Numerous management 
actions have been implemented to-date to reduce 
the impacts of trash on these waterways and the 
Bay.  In 2016, each SCVURPPP member agency had 
the goal of reaching a 60% trash reduction from the 
baseline set in 2009.  Local public agencies continued 
to implement ordinances that reduce the impacts of 
litter prone trash items (e.g., plastic grocery bags), 
retrofit stormwater drainage infrastructure with trash 
capture devices, enhance the inspections at litter-
prone businesses, and remove trash from creeks and 
shorelines to reach this goal.  

To support municipal agencies in these efforts, the 
Program developed guidance and conducted ongoing 
trash monitoring / assessments and special studies to 
evaluate the effectiveness of controls.  Additionally, 
the Program initiated a webinar series on stormwater 
trash management and assessment through the Santa 
Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative’s Zero 
Litter Initiative (ZLI) and participated in the Bay Area 
Stormwater Management Agencies Association’s 
(BASMAA) Tracking California’s Trash Project (see 
below).

Tracking California’s Trash Project

2016 Trash 
Reduction in 
Santa Clara 
Valley

Since 2009, Santa Clara Valley municipalities have 
implemented a number of control measures designed to 
achieve significant reductions in the amount of trash found 
in stormwater.  Trash control measures implemented by 
municipalities in collaboration with SCVURPPP fall into the 
five categories shown in the above chart and described on the 
next page (right).  

Several studies were conducted as part of the Tracking 
California’s Trash project, which aimed to improve the 
reliability of trash reduction assessment methods, assess 
the effectiveness of trash control measures, and evaluate 
the utility of different trash monitoring tools.  The project 
was completed in early 2017 by BASMAA, through 

funding provided by the State Water Resources Control Board 
Proposition 84 grant, in collaboration with Bay Area and Los 
Angeles region municipalities and the 5 Gyres Institute.  Project 
findings include: 

Receiving Water Monitoring: Although monitoring 
equipment can be safely deployed, further methods 
development is needed to conduct stormwater monitoring of 
trash in local creeks and rivers.

Source Controls

Other Trash Controls

Direct Discharge Control

10%

16% 16%

6%

8%

44%
Trash Full Capture

Creek and Shoreline Cleanups

Remaining Trash Load



Trash Capture 
Systems 

Creek & Shoreline 
Cleanups

Direct Discharge 
Controls 

Other Control 
Actions

Up to 10% 
reduction

(capped per MRP)

Ranges from 
5% to 59% 
reduction

Ranges from 
2% to 69% 
reduction

Up to 15% 
reduction

(capped per MRP)

Up to 10% 
reduction

(capped per MRP)

Santa Clara Valley mu-
nicipalities are national 
leaders in reducing the 
environmental impacts of 
single-use plastic grocery 
bags and polystyrene foam 
food ware. Based on a study 
completed by SCVURPPP in 
2016, there is roughly 70% 
less single-use plastic 
grocery bags and foam 
foodware in stormwater 
since the ordinances were 
put into place.  

Municipalities have in-
stalled over 900 trash 
capture systems that 
treat over 6,600 acres 
of urban land area.  This is 
more than triple the area 
required for treatment by 
the MRP.  Additional large 
systems and inlet-based 
devices are planned. The 
Program continues to pro-
vide assistance through 
GIS mapping and analysis 
of trash reductions.   

Local agencies and volun-
teers continued to work 
together in 2016 to re-
move trash that makes its 
way to creeks and shore-
lines.  More than 3,120 
cubic yards (0.6 million 
gallons) of trash were 
removed from Santa 
Clara Valley creeks and 
shorelines this year.  Of 
this trash, 402 cubic yards 
were cleaned at permit-re-
quired hot-spot cleanups.  

Santa Clara Valley agencies 
and volunteers also continue 
to address homelessness 
and related litter issues in 
and around local creeks. 
Between July 2015 and 
June 2016 a total of 
18,087 cubic yards were 
removed by cleanup and 
direct discharge control 
programs implemented by 
the City of San Jose and the 
Santa Clara Valley Water 
District.

Actions such as street 
sweeping, improved trash 
bin management, preven-
tion of uncovered loads, 
and business improvement 
plans have led to reduc-
tions in trash that accumu-
lates on streets and side-
walks. In 2016 SCVURPPP 
conducted over 500 On-
land Visual Trash As-
sessments on streets and 
sidewalks to demonstrate 
the effectiveness of these 
actions.

Source 
Controls

Zero Litter Initiative Webinar
SCVURPPP is a participant in the ZLI, which was formed to enable 
collaboration among stakeholders interested in eliminating litter and its 
impacts throughout Santa Clara Valley. A trash-management webinar 
series hosted by the ZLI began in October 2016. Presentations explored 
the nexus between solid waste and stormwater management. The webinar 
was attended by over 60 participants, including SCVURPPP member agency 
staff and other interested parties.  The series will continue in 2017.

Assessment Methods Evaluation: On-land Visual Trash 
Assessments are viable methods to establish baseline stormwater 
trash generation levels and demonstrate reductions in trash over time. 

Control Measure Effectiveness Evaluation: Although street 
sweeping reduces the amount of trash in stormwater, reductions are 
not likely at levels equivalent to full capture systems. Screens installed 
on curb inlets to prevent trash from entering the storm drain system 
provide observable benefits to stormwater.
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The State of California 
has determined that 
the levels of two 
legacy pollutants, 
Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls (PCBs) 
and mercury, pose 
a public health risk 
to those eating 
certain types of 
San Francisco Bay 
fish. One source of 
these pollutants to the 
Bay is urban stormwater. 
The Municipal Regional 
Permit (MRP) contains PCB and 
mercury reduction goals that Bay Area 
municipalities are required to achieve beginning 
in 2018.  

With assistance from SCVURPPP, municipalities in 
the Santa Clara Valley are: 1) identifying land areas 
that disproportionately contribute PCBs and mercury 
to stormwater, 2) implementing a variety of control 
measures designed to reduce these pollutants, and 3) 
accounting for pollutant reductions. 

Primary pollutant control measures include: 
Source Property Referrals and Abatement, Green 
Infrastructure/Low Impact Development (LID), and 
Management of PCB-Containing Materials and Wastes 
during building demolition activities. Pilot testing of 
some control measures is coordinated through the 
regional Clean Watersheds for a Clean Bay (CW4CB) 
project, which is funded through a US Environmental 
Protection Agency (US EPA) grant with in-kind 
services provided directly by Bay Area municipalities 
and stormwater programs, including SCVURPPP (see 
summary on next page). 

Protection Agency (U
services provided dir
and stormwater prog

next pagsummary on 
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Identifying Management 
Areas & Source Properties

Using an iterative process developed 
and tested by SCVURPPP and other Bay 
Area stormwater programs, the Program 
continued to identify land areas that 
disproportionately contribute PCBs and 
mercury to stormwater. These “Watershed 

Management Areas” (WMAs) are where 
controls will most likely be targeted in the 

future.  To-date, the Program has identified a 
total of nine high priority WMAs, and identified 

the sources of PCBs in two of them (see map to 
right).  For the remaining seven WMAs, investigations 

to identify source properties are currently underway, 
which entail: 1) records review to identify high-interest parcels, 

2) property site visits and public right-of-way surveys, 3) private 
property soil/sediment sampling, and 4) reporting and planning/
identifying control measures.

Managing PCBs in Building Materials
Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) are present in some materials 
used in buildings constructed between 1950 and 1980.  The MRP 
requires that Bay Area municipalities develop and implement 
an effective protocol for managing building materials with high 
PCB concentrations during demolition, so that PCBs do not enter 
stormwater and waterways. In 2016, the Program worked with 
Santa Clara Valley municipalities and other Bay Area stormwater 
programs to begin scoping a regional project that will develop 
implementation tools and guidance for cities and counties.  In 2017, 
the two-year regional project to develop the necessary outreach 
materials, policy guidance, and protocols will begin, providing each 
Bay Area municipality with the tools necessary to implement a PCBs 
in building demolition control program by 2019.  

▲
 Storm drain manhole where PCB and mercury samples were colle
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Clean Watersheds for a Clean Bay
The Clean Watersheds for a Clean Bay project was a collaboration among  
BASMAA member agencies and the US EPA designed to evaluate the 
effectiveness of stormwater controls for PCBs and mercury. The project 
consisted of multiple efforts to pilot-test a variety of urban stormwater 
pollutant control measures in locations where benefits were expected to 

be the greatest and evaluating the load reduction effectiveness 
of those measures, and develop an outreach program focused on 
educating the public about the health risks of consuming certain 
species of Bay fish that contain high levels of PCBs and mercury.

A workshop to discuss project findings is scheduled for 
April 2017.  

Accounting for 
Pollutant Reductions
In 2016, SCVURPPP worked with 
other programs in the Bay Area 
to develop an Interim Assessment 
Methodology and Data Collection 
Program to quantify mercury 
and PCB loads reduced due to 
municipal stormwater control 
measures. In 2017, the Program 
will begin assisting municipalities 
in implementing the methodology 
and demonstrating progress 
towards reductions in PCBs and 
mercury required by the MRP. 
A more permanent accounting 
methodology will begin to be 
developed by SCVURPPP in 2017, 
consistent with the Reasonable 
Assurance Analysis (RAA). The 
RAA will demonstrate how Green 
Infrastructure and other actions 
will be implemented in order to 
achieve a region-wide PCBs load 
reduction of 3 kg/year and a 
mercury load reduction of 10 kg/
year by 2040. 

Pollutants of Concern Watershed Management Areas
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Guiding Member Agency Planning
All Santa Clara Valley municipalities are required to develop 
and implement a long-term GI Plan. In 2016, SCVURPPP 
developed several guidance materials to assist member 
agencies in implementing the GI requirements outlined in 
the MRP.  A GI Scoping Plan was developed to help member 
agencies determine the schedule and resources needed to 
develop their local plan and a template was also created for 
municipalities to use when developing their agency-specific 
GI Frameworks or work plans. Additionally, SCVURPPP 
created an online GI Resource Library that provides example 
GI plans, policies, and design guidelines.  In 2017 these 
guidance documents will be incorporated into the county-wide 

Green Infrastructure (GI) uses vegetation, soils and 
natural processes to manage water and create healthier 
environments. GI projects capture stormwater and reduce 
pollutants, address localized flooding, reduce erosion in 
creeks, improve traffic and pedestrian safety, provide 
wildlife habitat, and add beauty to local streetscapes. 
With so many benefits, GI projects are a priority for State 
and local water quality agencies, including SCVURPPP. 
The Municipal Regional Permit (MRP) requires cities and 
counties in the Bay Area to move from traditional (gray) 
stormwater conveyance systems to GI systems over time. 
This is achieved by integrating Low Impact Development 
designs into new and existing drainage infrastructure on 
public properties and rights-of-way, including streets, storm 
drains, parking lots and building roofs. These designs reduce 
stormwater runoff and mimic a site’s predevelopment 
hydrology by minimizing impervious cover, and infiltrating, 
storing, and/or biotreating stormwater runoff. This reduces 
the quantity of runoff and pollutants flowing into storm 
drains and local creeks.  Santa Clara Valley municipalities 
are engaged in the GI planning and implementation efforts 
described in this section. As these efforts continue over 
the coming years, GI facilities will become an increasingly 
common aspect of the urban landscape. 

7

Green Infrastructure Outreach and 
Training
The Program conducted several outreach and training activities 
to educate staff from various municipal departments about GI.  
During 2016, Program staff conducted two workshops: 

GI Workshop: “Developing Your Green Infrastructure Program 
and Identifying Opportunities to Turn Gray to Green” April 25 
and May 9, 2016:  The workshop educated municipal staff on 
the GI requirements in the MRP.  The two workshop sessions 
were attended by a total of approximately 130 participants. 

Annual C.3 Stormwater Workshop: “Low Impact 
Development and Green Infrastructure - Meeting New 
Requirements” June 9, 2016:  The Annual C.3 Workshop, 
conducted in coordination with the Santa Clara Basin 
Watershed Management Initiative’s Land Use Subgroup, 
covered basic C.3 training, updates on new requirements in 
the MRP, Site Design Awards, a panel on C.3 implementation, 
vendor presentations on pervious paving and stormwater 

Before

▲  Hacienda Green Street Improvement Project (City of Campbell)

Stormwater Resource Plan (SWRP).  The SWRP is partially-funded 
through a Proposition 1 grant awarded to the Program by the State 
Water Resources Control Board.  

After



Recognizing Innovative LID Designs in the 
Santa Clara Valley
Each year, SCVURPPP holds a Site Design Awards Program for projects that solve 
design challenges to reduce stormwater pollution and runoff quantity in innovative 
ways.  The following projects were recognized in 2016 by the Program: 

treatment products, and design, construction 
and maintenance considerations for 
pervious paving.  The workshop attracted 
approximately 120 participants.  

Program staff also presented information on 
GI at multiple public agency interdepartmental 
meetings.  Support from managers and 
elected officials is essential to the successful 
implementation of public GI projects on 
the scale required in the MRP. The Program 
created a GI Fact Sheet for elected officials 
and a brief presentation with key information 
on the benefits of transitioning from gray to green 
infrastructure.  The Program also created a GI Fact 
Sheet for the public, which will be distributed on the 
Program’s Watershed Watch website, at events, and through 
member agencies to encourage public support for GI projects. 

Public Project: Hacienda Green 
Street Improvement Project, 
City of Campbell 

A one-mile stretch of Hacienda 
Avenue was redeveloped as a green 
street.  Green street features included 
63 biotreatment areas and reduced 
impervious area by 25%.  The project 
also added bike lanes, bulb-outs for 
traffic calming, Bay-Friendly land-
scaping and educational signage.

 ▼  City of Campbell accepts Site Design Award. 

Honorable Mention, Public Project: 
Rinconada Library, 
City of Palo Alto

This project included the renovation 
of a historic building with special 
consideration taken to not disturb 
existing site and building features and 
preserve existing trees.  Biotreatment 
areas provide LID treatment.  

▲  Green Infrastructure / Low Impact Development installations  



W
a

t
e

r
 Q

u
a

l
it

y
 

M
o

n
it

o
r

in
g

9

SCVURPPP is a recognized leader and active 
participant in the monitoring of local creeks, rivers 
and San Francisco Bay. The Program is completing 
its fifth year of monitoring as part of the Bay Area 
Regional Monitoring Coalition (RMC), which focuses 
on collecting high-quality information on the chemical, 
physical and biological condition of local creeks.  
SCVURPPP also participates in the San Francisco 
Bay Regional Monitoring Program (RMP), 
which evaluates the condition of and sources of 
pollution to the San Francisco Bay. Both the RMC and 
RMP help Bay Area municipalities implement effective 
stormwater management programs.  

The Health of Local Creeks
For nearly two decades SCVURPPP has implemented 
a comprehensive award-winning creek/river water 
quality monitoring program in the Santa Clara Valley.  
Currently, biological indicators of ecological creek 
health (e.g., aquatic insects and algae) and indicators 
of chemical and physical stresses on local streams are 
collected through the SCVURPPP monitoring program.  
Ecological condition based on aquatic insects is 
evaluated using the California Stream Condition Index 
(CSCI or Stream Index), a statewide interpretive tool 
developed by the State Water Resources Control Board.  
The State Water Board is developing a similar statewide 
biological condition index for algae that is expected to 
be completed in 2017.  

Through the RMC, ecological assessments have been 
conducted at 112 sites in local creeks and rivers since 
2012 (20 in 2016).  Based on the Stream Index results 
at these sites, 11% of urban and 52% of non-urban 
creek segments in Santa Clara Valley are in 
good biological condition (see map and pie charts 
on next page, Creek Status Monitoring Report).                    

In 2017, the Program will participate in a regional project to evaluate 
the ecological condition of all creeks/rivers in the RMC area and 
compare creek conditions among Bay Area counties and watersheds.  

Sources of Impacts to Creeks
To identify potential sources of “stress” to local streams, the 
Program evaluated physical habitat and water chemistry data 
collected at all sites where ecological assessments were conducted.  
Assessing the association between indicators of stress and 
ecological condition can help identify and prioritize probable causes 
of ecological degradation and inform local management decisions. 

Stressor indicators that correlated well with Stream Index scores 
included watershed-scale variables (e.g., percent impervious area 
in the watershed), physical habitat at the site-scale, and physio-
chemical water quality variables (e.g., chloride, temperature, and 
specific conductivity). In 2017, the Program plans to continue 
evaluating high priority stressors that appear to affect ecological 
health of local creeks/rivers and recommend management actions 
accordingly.

In addition to evaluating broader-scale sources of stress on local 
waterways, the Program also conducts focused monitoring projects 

▲ Bioassessment on Stevens Creek in Cupertino, CA



◄ Proportion of 
bioassessment 
sites (n=112) 
sampled in 
Santa Clara 
County over the 
past five years 
2012-2016 that 
are within each 
biological condi-
tion category. 

to identify and isolate potential sources of stress to specific creek segments.  In 
2016, the Program conducted a monitoring project in a segment of Upper Penitencia 
Creek (tributary to Coyote Creek) to evaluate potential causes of relatively low 
creek health.  The Program conducted ecological assessments and measured water/

Pollutant of Concern Monitoring
SCVURPPP continued to monitor for Pollutants of Concern 
(POCs) in 2016, consistent with MRP requirements. 
POC monitoring parameters include polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs), mercury, copper, nutrients, and 
emerging contaminants. Monitoring is intended to address 
five priority POC management information needs (i.e., 
Management Questions):

Source Identification – Which sources or watershed 
areas provide the greatest opportunities for reductions 

sediment chemistry and toxicity that indicated that both elevated water 
temperatures and the natural drying of the channel are important 
factors affecting ecological health in the stream.  

of POCs in stormwater? 

Contributions to Bay Impairment – 
Which watershed areas contribute most 
to the impairment of San Francisco Bay?

Management Action Effectiveness 
– Which management actions are most 
effective and should be considered when  
planning future actions?

Loads and Status – What POC loads 
and concentrations are present in local 
tributaries or stormwater discharges?

Trends – What are the trends in POC 
loading to the Bay and POC concentrations 
in stormwater discharges or local 
tributaries over time?

Like creek status monitoring, POC monitoring 
is conducted as part of the BASMAA Regional 
Monitoring Coalition (RMC). Collaborating 
on POC monitoring is also achieved through 
the Small Tributaries Loading Strategy (STLS) 
Workgroup, which is a subcommittee of 
the Regional Monitoring Program’s (RMP) 
Sources, Pathways and Loadings Workgroup. 

▲  Biological indicator (benthic macroinvertebrates) results at sites sampled in 2012-2016.  

40%

12%

24%

24%

Non-
Urban

7%
4%

26%
63%

Urban
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Public Outreach Events
Public events are an opportunity for staff to engage 
the community in learning behaviors that protect 
stormwater quality and local waterways.  In 2016, 
Program and member agency staff attended eight 
community events where over 970 children played 
a bean bag toss game that teaches the difference 
between the storm drain and the sanitary sewer and 
helps them identify the correct way to dispose of items 
such as plastic bags, paint, pesticides, yard trimmings, 
and aluminum cans.  More than 3,000 outreach 
materials were distributed at these events. 

Media Advertising
In 2016, the Watershed Watch Program continued 
to conduct media promotions consisting of radio, 
television, and digital advertising. Messages included 
less-toxic pest management, litter prevention, the 
Green Gardener program, car washing, and proper 
disposal of household hazardous waste. Overall, 
the Watershed Watch Program included 1,280 radio 
advertisements (580 paid and 700 free), 394 television 
advertisements (122 paid and 272 free), and 364 digital 
media advertisements (244 paid and 120 free) in 2016. 
Media advertising received an estimated 10,586,846 
impressions.  

Public education and outreach is an important part of 
SCVURPPP’s stormwater management activities.  Public 
outreach events, educational campaigns, advertising, 
and educational programs are carried out under the 
umbrella of the Watershed Watch Program (www.
mywatershedwatch.org).  This multi-year, multi-
faceted outreach program is dedicated to raising 
awareness about protecting watersheds and preventing 
stormwater pollution.  

Watershed Watch School Assemblies
Each year, the Program sponsors 50 educational assemblies by the 
musical group ZunZun at local elementary schools.  These bilingual 
musical assemblies educate elementary school students and their 
teachers on watersheds and stormwater pollution prevention.  
During these assemblies, approximately 14,700 students were 
reached along with their teachers in 2016.

Watershed Watchers Program at the

Don Edwards Wildlife Refuge
The Program continued to fund a full-time interpretive specialist 
position at the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge Environmental Education Center.  Watershed Watchers 
Program activities, conducted by the specialist (primarily on the 
weekends) build watershed awareness and encourage pollution 
prevention behaviors among attendees.  A total of 191 on-site 
programs at the education center attracted approximately 3,666 
participants. Additional participants attended several off-site 
outreach events.  

▼ Environmental Education Center staff and participants study nature at the Wildlife Refuge



Promoting the Use 
of Water Quality 
Friendly Products
In 2016, the Program continued 
to maintain literature racks 
displaying less-toxic pest 
management literature at 35 
hardware retail stores and 
nurseries in Santa Clara Valley.  
To help customers identify 
less-toxic products, Program 
staff placed “shelf-talkers” 
(product identification tags) on 
store shelves.  The Program also 
funded less-toxic pest control 
trainings that 76 employees 
attended in 2016.

Due to extensive outreach conducted by the Program and 
municipalities, enrollment in the Santa Clara Valley Green 
Gardener training program increased significantly in 2016.   
A total of 37 landscape professionals completed the 
training in 2016. Since 2009 when the program began, 356 
participants have completed the training. Green Gardeners 
are proficient in landscape maintenance practices that 
reduce pollution and waste while conserving water and other 
resources. The Watershed Watch website features stories of 
individual Green Gardeners and their experience with the 
program. The Green Gardener training program is offered in 
both English and Spanish.  

Managing the Health Risk 
of Consuming SF Bay Fish
Using the Guide to Eating Fish and 
Shellfish from San Francisco Bay materials 
developed by California Department of 
Public Health, the Program continued 
to conduct outreach to educate local 
residents and fishermen on the risks 
of eating certain types of Bay Fish.  The 
brochures are posted on the Watershed 
Watch website, distributed at events, 
included in educational programs at the 
Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge Environmental Education 
Center, and distributed at five local fishing 
supply stores.  Outreach messages are 
also included in Watershed Watch media 
advertising.

▲ Mercury Risk guide is available at 
local fishing supply stores.  

▲ A literature rack in a Home Depot 
store gives customers information on 
less-toxic products and methods.  

Training Green Gardeners in the Santa Clara Valley
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Planned 2017 Activities

Trash Controls
Mandated Reductions – The Program will continue to assist Co-
permittees in addressing trash load reductions of 70% by 2017 and 80% 
by 2019.   

Assessments and Mapping – To track and evaluate the level of trash 
reduction in stormwater, the Program will continue to conduct hundreds 
of on-land visual assessments through the SCVURPPP Trash Assessment 
Strategy and map the locations of control measures implemented by 
Co-permittees. Additionally, the program and co-permittees will begin 
implementing a creek and shoreline trash monitoring program.

Zero Litter Initiative – The Program will continue to help lead the ZLI, 
including the facilitation of an ongoing webinar series (visit www.scbwmi.
org for more information).

Water Quality Monitoring
Stream Monitoring – The Program will continue monitoring Santa Clara 
Valley Creeks, including biological assessments, water/sediment toxicity 
and chemistry monitoring, and physical habitat assessments. A five-year 
report summarizing the physical, chemical and biological integrity of 
Santa Clara Valley streams will also be completed in late 2017. 

Identification of Stressors and Sources – SCVURPPP will evaluate 
Creek Status Monitoring data from previous years and begin a new 
Stressor Source Identification project in 2017. 

Bay Monitoring – Participation in the Regional Monitoring Program for 
Water Quality in the San Francisco Bay will continue in 2017.  

PCB & Mercury Controls 
Source Identification – SCVURPPP will continue to identify Watershed 
Management Areas (WMA’s) and source properties, and will assist Co-
permittees in optimizing control measure implementation to reduce PCBs 
and mercury impacts on the Bay.

Building Demolition Management – The Program will participate in a 
BASMAA regional project to develop a regionally-consistent protocol and 
implementation tools that Co-permittees can use to implement a new 
program designed to better manage building demolition materials that 
may contain PCBs. 

Demonstrating Progress– The Program will quantify mercury and PCB 
load reductions in stormwater using the BASMAA Assessment Methodology 
developed in 2016.  In 2017 the Program will begin developing a Reasonable 
Assurance Analysis (RAA) that will demonstrate how GI and other actions will be 
implemented in order to achieve region-wide PCB and mercury load reductions.

Green Infrastructure
GI Planning – The Program will develop guidance and planning tools for municipal 
agencies to use when developing GI plans and identifying future GI projects in their 
communities. 

Stormwater Resource Plan (SWRP) – SCVURPPP and the Water District will 
develop a SWRP for the Santa Clara Basin, which will include opportunities for 
stakeholder input on the location and types of GI and stormwater reuse projects 
that will be designed and implemented in the future.    

GI Outreach – The Program will assist in outreach to the public, the development 
community (developers, engineers, landscape architects, and contractors), member 
agency staff and managers from various departments, and elected officials.  The 
Program will also coordinate with relevant State and local transportation and 
environmental agencies on GI implementation and funding issues.  

Public Outreach
Continuation of Outreach – Through Green Gardener courses, education events, 
and outreach on mercury risk and less-toxic pest management, the Program will 
continue to implement its award-winning public outreach program. 

Media Advertising – In addition to Watershed Watch media advertising, the 
Program plans to conduct media advertising by providing funds to support City of 
San Jose’s partnership with the San Jose Earthquakes soccer team. 

SCVURPPP Management Committee
Member Agencies                  Voting Representatives
Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga*................................................. Kelly Carroll
Cupertino...........................................................................................................Cheri Donnelly
Los Altos..............................................................................................................Aida Fairman
Los Altos Hills...........................................................................................................Allen Chen 
Milpitas......................................................................................................................Judy Chu
Mountain View....................................................................................................Eric Anderson
Palo Alto.................................................................................................................Karin North 
San José.............................................................................................................Napp Fukuda
Santa Clara............................................................................................................Dave Staub
Santa Clara County Unincorporated.............................................................Michael Rhoades
Santa Clara Valley Water District......................................................................Kirsten Struve
Sunnyvale............................................................................................................Melody Tovar
SCVURPPP Program Staff......................................................Adam Olivieri, Chris Sommers, 
     Jill Bicknell and Vishakha Atre*Managed under the West Valley Clean Water Program

The Program plans to continue conducting and evaluating stormwater control 
programs to most effectively utilize stormwater as a resource and to prevent 
runoff pollution in creeks and the Bay. The following tasks will be conducted by 
the Program in 2017 and future years.  
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