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Program Overview
The Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution 
Prevention Program (SCVURPPP or Program) is 
an association of 15 municipal agencies in the Santa 
Clara Valley that discharge stormwater to the lower 
South San Francisco Bay.  Member agencies (Co-
permittees) include the cities of Campbell, Cupertino, 
Los Altos, Milpitas, Monte Sereno, Mountain View, 
Palo Alto, San José, Santa Clara, Saratoga, and 
Sunnyvale, the towns of Los Altos Hills and Los 
Gatos, the County of Santa Clara, and the Santa Clara 
Valley Water District.  The Program and member 
agencies implement pollution prevention, source 
control, monitoring and outreach programs aimed at 
reducing pollutants in stormwater runoff, protecting 
water quality and beneficial uses of the San Francisco 
Bay and Santa Clara Valley creeks and rivers. The 
Program also promotes valuing stormwater as an 
important resource.   

The Program is organized, coordinated, and 
implemented in accordance with a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) signed by the member agencies.  
The Program’s Management Committee, consisting of 
one designated representative and one alternate from 
each member agency, meets monthly to discuss and 
make decisions regarding Program business.  Program 
management services are provided by EOA, Inc. and 
the City of Sunnyvale is the Program’s fiscal agent.  

Stormwater Management Requirements
On November 19, 2015, the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit for municipal stormwater discharges in the 
San Francisco Bay area was reissued for the 4th time since 1990.  The 
permit, also known as the Municipal Regional Permit (MRP), covers 76 
municipal agencies in five Bay area counties and includes requirements 
for controlling specific pollutants of concern including mercury, 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and trash.  Among other requirements, 
the permit also requires water quality monitoring and stormwater runoff 
controls for new development and redevelopment projects.  

New requirements in the revised MRP include:  

Green Infrastructure Planning•	

Reducing trash by 80% by July 2019•	

Additional monitoring of trash along creeks and shorelines •	

PCBs and Mercury reductions•	

The 2015 Program Summary includes information collected in the final 
year of the previous permit.

Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program
2015 Program Summary

Mission Statement
“To assist in the protection of beneficial uses of receiving waters 
by preventing pollutants generated from activities in urban areas 
from entering runoff to the maximum extent practicable.” 
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Municipalities in Santa Clara Valley have implemented numerous management 
actions to reduce the impacts of trash.  To date, municipal actions preventing 
trash transport through storm drains have provided reductions equivalent to 
39% of the baseline trash load.  Additional reductions from creek cleanups 
led to a total reduction of approximately 55% in 2015 (see table on next 
page).  In 2015, the Program conducted over 500 assessments, created an 
online database for tracking visual trash assessment data, and trained over 
30 municipal staff in use of the On-Land Visual Assessment protocol. The 
Program continues to assist municipalities in achieving reduction goals by 
using multiple control approaches and assessment techniques. Additional 
information can be found at www.scvurppp.org.

Tracking California’s Trash and Future 
Projects for 2016

Improving Evaluation Tools –•	  In 
an effort to improve the reliability of trash 
reduction assessment methods, local 
municipal agencies are currently collaborating 
with other organizations to evaluate the 
utility of different trash monitoring tools. The  
Prop. 84 Tracking California’s Trash project 
is intended to determine which types of 
monitoring tools are both practical and best 
suited to assist municipalities in assessing 
progress. 

Online Data Tracking – •	 The Program 
will continue to use and enhance the 
database in 2016 for tracking and analyzing 
results of on-land visual assessments.  

Zero Litter Initiative webinars –•	  
Enhancing coordination among the many 
stakeholders and acting agencies in the 
effort to reduce the impacts of trash, the 
Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management 
Initiative’s ZLI subcommittee plans to 
begin conducting a number of webinars in 
2016. See www.scbwmi.org for additional 
information.

Trash Control Actions and Assessment Strategies:

Source Controls•	  – Santa Clara County Municipalities are national 
leaders in reducing the impacts of single-use carryout plastic bags 
and polystyrene foam food ware on the environment.  To date, 10  
municipalities have adopted ordinances prohibiting the distribution of 
single-use carryout plastic bags and 11 have adopted ordinances or 
policies prohibiting distribution of polystyrene foam food ware. In 2015, 
the Program continued the trash characterization study to measure the 
effectiveness of these source control ordinances.  Results of the study, 
which will describe quantities of these litter-prone items found in storm 
drains, are expected in spring 2016.  

Anti-Littering Education•	  – Municipalities educate communities about 
not littering through media, events, and schools with assistance from the 
Program.  The activities are described in the Public Outreach section of 
this document. 

On-Land Institutional Actions•	  – Through a variety of actions, Santa 
Clara Valley municipalities prevent litter from reaching the storm drain.  
Actions such as street sweeping, improved trash bin management, 
prevention of uncovered loads, and business improvement plans have 
led to reductions in trash that is available to the storm drain system from 
streets and sidewalks.

Measuring Progress with On-Land Visual Assessments•  – The On-
Land Visual Assessment strategy cost-effectively documents levels 
of trash on streets and sidewalks. 
Tracking Progress with Online Database•  – In 2015, the Program 
created an online database to house all data collected from On-Land 
Visual Assessments. The database is accessible to all SCVURPPP 
municipalities for entering or querying assessment results.  
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Trash controls contribute to a reduction in the overall quantity of trash discharged to local creeks and the San Francisco Bay.  Trash reduction is calculated as a percent 
loss in annual trash load to local waterways as compared to baseline levels evaluated in 2009, consistent with assumptions used during the previous MRP (2009-2015).

Trash Capture Systems•	  – Santa Clara Valley municipalities have installed and maintained over 900 trash capture systems that collectively 
treat over 6,600 acres of urban land area.  This area is more than triple the area required for treatment by the MRP.  Additional large systems and 
inlet-based devices are planned. The Program continues to provide assistance through GIS mapping and analysis of trash reductions.  

Creek and Shoreline Cleanups•	  – Municipal agencies and volunteers teamed up to remove more than 21,000 cubic yards (4.3 million gallons) 
of trash from Santa Clara Valley creeks and shorelines.  Of this, 191 cubic yards were removed during MRP-required hot-spot cleanups.  Many 
cleanup events were conducted in coordination with volunteer events (e.g. Coastal Cleanup Day), routine maintenance (e.g. Parks Department), 
homeless encampment removal/housing services, and illegal dumping response and abatements. The City of San José and the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District have implemented the most extensive cleanup programs, accounting for 99% of the total volume removed by local agencies and 
partners this year. Programs to significantly reduce homeless encampments in creeks and prevent illegal dumping are underway.     
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The Program is currently participating in a cooperative regional stream monitoring program called the San Francisco Bay Area Regional 
Monitoring Coalition (RMC).  The RMC includes municipalities in Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo and Solano counties. The RMC’s 
goal is to develop high quality information on water quality in local creeks and San Francisco Bay that leads to effective urban runoff 
management in the Bay Area. Some of the Program’s major accomplishments in 2015 are summarized below.

The Health of Local Creeks
Over the past four years, the Program has managed a comprehensive stream water quality monitoring program that is consistent with 
the MRP. The Program uses three ecological indicators (i.e., aquatic insects, algae and riparian habitat) to evaluate the ecological health 
of streams in the Santa Clara Valley.  These indicators are used to determine if streams are supporting aquatic life or other beneficial 
uses.  The California Stream Condition Index (CSCI), a statewide interpretive tool developed by the State’s Surface Water Ambient 
Monitoring Program, was used to evaluate the benthic macroinvertebrate data.  The Program is currently pilot testing algae indices, 
developed for Southern California, to assess biological condition of streams using diatom and soft algae data.  The California Rapid 
Assessment Method, a standard method for assessing riparian vegetation and habitat, was also conducted at each bioassessment site.  
The Program conducted biological assessments at 20 new sites in 2015.  

The RMC monitoring design allows for ecological conditions measured at each site to be used for estimating the condition of all streams 
in Santa Clara County. Since 2012, the Program and Water Board have sampled a total of 89 sites countywide.  Based on results 
to-date, 16% of the stream miles in urban areas and 65% of the stream miles in non-urban areas were in good biological condition.  
Ecological condition based on diatom scores show better overall condition in the county, with about 37% of urban streams and about 
81% of non-urban streams in good biological condition.  Additional monitoring conducted in the future under the revised MRP will allow 
the Program to estimate the condition of creeks at smaller areas of interest (e.g., watershed or jurisdictional area) and detect trends over 
time. (Creek Status Monitoring Report)

Bioassessment on Stevens Creek in Cupertino, CA

Biological and Physical Habitat indicators are used to evaluate the 
ecological health of streams in the Santa Clara Valley.

Sources of Impacts to Creeks
To identify potential stressors to ecological health, the Program evaluated physical habitat and water chemistry data collected at 
bioassessment sites.  Potential stressors include a wide range of physical and chemical variables (e.g. riparian tree canopy, dissolved 

http://www.scvurppp-w2k.com/pdfs/1516/Creek_Status_Monitoring_Rpt-WY2015-UCMR_App_A.pdf
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Most creek assessment sites with Total Nitrogen levels 
above the 0.9 mg/L threshold are “Very Likely Altered” 
based on CSCI scores representing biological integrity

oxygen levels, or water temperature).  
Stressor levels can be compared 
to thresholds, such as water quality 
objectives defined by existing 
regulations (including TMDLs), 
reference site data (e.g. stressor levels 
at sites with good ecological health), 
or biological integrity data (e.g. aquatic 
insects data from the assessment site).  
Assessing the extent to which stressors 
exceed thresholds can help identify 
and prioritize probable causes of 
ecological degradation and inform local 
management decisions.  

For example, high nutrient levels can 
stress aquatic life by enabling excessive 
algae growth, which consumes 
dissolved oxygen.  As a result, aquatic 
insects and fish lack sufficient oxygen 
to survive. In 2015, the Program 
developed nutrient thresholds using 
ecological integrity data (CSCI scores).  
A preliminary threshold for total nitrogen 
(0.9 mg/L) was determined using 
the 90th percentile of sites in good 
biological condition (blue dashed line in 
figure above).  Estimates indicate that 

59 percent of urban stream miles in Santa Clara County are below the threshold for total nitrogen.  Most urban stream 
miles exceeding this threshold have a “Very Likely Altered” biological condition, suggesting that nutrients may be a 
stressor of interest for Santa Clara Valley streams. In 2016, the Program plans to continue evaluating whether nutrients 
are a priority issue and recommend management actions accordingly. 

The Program also conducts specific monitoring projects to identify and isolate potential sources and/or stressors 
associated with observed water quality impacts. In 2015, the Program continued work on a project in Upper Penitencia 
Creek to evaluate potential factors causing low biological integrity scores.  For the past two years, the project has been 
delayed due to dry channel conditions caused by the extended drought; however field work is anticipated to begin in 
spring 2016.  The Program will also evaluate Creek Status Monitoring data from water year 2015 for potential future 
Stressor Source Identification projects. 
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Regulatory agencies have determined that the levels 

of two legacy pollutants, Polychlorinated Biphenyls 

(PCBs) and mercury, pose a public health risk to 

those eating certain types of San Francisco Bay 

fish. One source of the contaminants is municipal 

stormwater. As a result, Bay Area municipalities 

are pilot-testing a variety of potential control 

measures designed to reduce these pollutants in 

stormwater. Pilot testing is coordinated through 

the regional Clean Watersheds for a Clean Bay 

(CW4CB) project, which is funded through a 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) 

grant with in-kind services provided directly by 

municipalities and stormwater programs. The Leo 

Avenue watershed (San José) is one of five land 

areas with high PCB concentrations that were 

selected for pilot testing various control measures. 
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Source Property Investigations

Leo Avenue Watershed 
The Program continued to work with the City of San José to identify 
and monitor properties with potentially elevated PCB and/or mercury 
concentrations in the Leo Avenue watershed. The Program collected 
a total of 33 soil/sediment samples from public right-of-way areas and 
targeted private properties in the watershed. Sediment sampling results 
indicated that 12 of the samples had elevated mercury concentrations 
and 4 had elevated PCB concentrations. Based on the results of the 
source property investigations, the Program and the City of San José 
referred one of the properties on Leo Avenue to the Regional Water 
Board for follow-up investigation and abatement.  The city is also 
working with the remaining properties to implement additional controls. 
A final project report was completed in 2015.   (Leo Avenue Source 
Property Report)

http://www.scvurppp-w2k.com/pdfs/1415/Src_Prop_Ref_Pilot_Study-Leo_Ave.pdf
http://www.scvurppp-w2k.com/pdfs/1415/Src_Prop_Ref_Pilot_Study-Leo_Ave.pdf
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Operation and Maintenance Enhancements

The Program continued implementation of two types 
of operation and maintenance pilot projects in 2015 - a 
storm drain line cleanout and a street sweeping study. 
Both are funded by the CW4CB grant and will continue 
through 2016. The storm drain line cleanout project 
involved the removal and analysis of accumulated sediment 
from the main storm drain line on Leo Avenue and an adjacent 
pipe from private property. 

The street sweeping project involved the collection and analysis 
of soil samples for PCBs and mercury immediately before and after 
street sweeping at two locations - East California Avenue in Sunnyvale 
and Leo Avenue. Data have been used to calibrate models developed to 
assess the effectiveness of current actions and predict the effectiveness of 
potential enhanced sweeping practices. Evaluation of the PCB and mercury load 
reduction effectiveness of both of these operation and maintenance enhancements 
will be incorporated  into the CW4CB Final Project Report, which will be completed in 
early 2017.

Stormwater Diversion to Wastewater Treatment Plant

The Program, in cooperation with the City of Palo Alto, completed a pilot 
evaluation of an existing urban runoff diversion structure in 2015. The 
purpose of this pilot project was to better understand the challenges, 
costs and pollutant reduction benefits associated with the diversion of 
dry weather and storm flows to wastewater treatment plants.  Monitoring 
was conducted at the diversion structure over two wet seasons to 
characterize the quantity and quality of diverted flows, and estimate 
the amount of PCBs and mercury diverted away from the Bay. A final 
report summarizing the project findings was completed in late 2015 and 
submitted to the water board.  (Pilot POTW Diversion Report)

Countywide
In addition to source identification in the Leo Avenue watershed, the Program 
and member agencies continued identifying other potential areas of interest for 
the contaminants throughout the Santa Clara Valley.  Using an iterative process 
developed by the Program and other Bay Area Stormwater Agencies, the Program 
implemented screening-level soil/sediment sampling. In 2015, the Program collected 
over 200 catchment scale (composite) soil/sediment samples from the public right-
of-way, targeting industrial areas that were prioritized as having relatively higher 
potential to be sources of PCBs (and mercury). Five percent of the samples had PCB 
concentrations exceeding the 0.5 mg/kg benchmark.   Five catchment areas in the 
vicinity of the other elevated samples were identified as candidates for additional 
source area investigation in future years. Through the San Francisco Estuary 
Regional Monitoring Program for Trace Substances (RMP), the Program also began 
the process of sampling wet weather runoff in 2015. The Program and 
the RMP continue to collect wet weather composite samples for 
PCB and mercury analysis in 2016 in an effort to identify 
catchments warranting further investigation and possible 
PCB and mercury control measure implementation.     
(POC Watershed Management Areas Report)

     The Program collected over 200 catchment scale soil/sediment samples from the public right-of-way, targeting 
industrial areas that were prioritized as having relatively higher potential to be sources of PCBs and mercury. 

http://www.scvurppp-w2k.com/pdfs/1415/Pilot_Runoff_Diversion-Palo_Alto.pdf
http://www.scvurppp-w2k.com/pdfs/1516/SCVURPPP_Progress_Report_ID_WMAs_3_28_16.pdf
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Trainings
During 2015, Program staff conducted two workshops on 
LID topics.

The Construction Site Stormwater Compliance •	
Workshop included information on inspecting, 
operating and maintaining permanent LID treatment 
systems. Approximately 112 municipal staff attended 
this workshop.   

The Annual New and Redevelopment Workshop,•	  
conducted in coordination with the Santa Clara 
Basin Watershed Management Initiative’s Land 
Use Subgroup, covered basic LID training, updates 
on upcoming permit requirements, announcement 
of the Site Design Awards recipients, a panel on 
implementation, and an afternoon session on green 
stormwater infrastructure planning and integration 
of green infrastructure and stormwater treatment 
with urban forestry practices. Approximately 140 
participants attended the workshop. 

Modular Wetland at the Environmental Innovation Center (San José)

More than 150,000 acres of land in the Santa Clara Valley is now 
urbanized.  Stormwater runoff that flows over impervious surfaces in 
these urban areas often carries pollutants to local creeks and the 
Bay. Through the use of Low Impact Development (LID) 
methods, the potential impacts of urban development 
on stormwater quality and flow can be controlled.  LID 
methods include rainwater harvesting and use, infiltration, 
evapotranspiration, and/or biotreatment.  

The land use planning phase offers an opportunity to 
protect water quality by incorporating LID infrastructure 
in new and redevelopment projects. During 2015, the 
Program provided training workshops, participated in 
discussions with the State Water Board and assisted member 
agencies with evaluating LID infrastructure in project, planning, 
review and approval processes as required by the MRP. Since July of 
2012, over 1,000 acres of urban land are being treated using LID.  

Pervious Concrete Trail at Stevens Creek Corridor Park 
(Cupertino)

10
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Alternative Certification of Stormwater Treatment Systems

Program staff conducted a RFP process and updated the list of consulting 
engineering firms who are qualified to design, review, or inspect proposed 
stormwater treatment control measures and hydromodification flow control 
facilities for new and redevelopment projects. This list is used by Co-permittee 
agency staff to identify firms that are qualified to perform alternative certification 
or “third party review” of development projects for compliance with Provision 
C.3 of the MRP.

Site Design Awards

The Program has awarded exemplary site designs protecting water 
quality since 2006. The awards program recognizes Santa Clara Valley’s 
public agency and private development community leaders who are 
solving site design challenges, reducing stormwater pollution and 
runoff quantity, and going above and beyond the requirements of the 
MRP. An Awards Committee consisting of Program staff, Co-permittee 
representatives, and environmental group representatives reviews the 
submittals and selects the winners.  
Site Design Awards program winners in 2015 were:

Public Project, Commercial/Industrial - Environmental •	
Innovation Center, City of San José:  Incorporates multiple site 
design features including bioretention areas, pervious pavement, 
and rainwater harvesting.
Public Project, Public Facility - Mitchell Park Library and •	
Community Center, City of Palo Alto:  Includes 11,000 square 
feet of green roof, a living green wall, bioretention areas, pervious 
paving in the parking area, and rainwater harvesting.
Public Project, Creek Restoration - Stevens Creek Corridor •	
Park and Restoration, Phase 2, City of Cupertino:  Widened 
and restored 750 feet of Stevens Creek and ¼ mile of riparian 
area, reduced impervious paving by 9,000 square feet, and 
installed four bioswales and an infiltration area to treat runoff from 
an adjacent golf course and commercial buildings.
Private Project, Honorable Mention - Flea Market North •	
Village Stormwater Treatment Facility, San José (KB Homes):  
Includes the first regional stormwater treatment facility in Santa 
Clara Valley. The facility consists of a 1.6 acre detention basin that 
drains to a 0.5 acre biotreatment cell and is designed to treat post-
construction runoff from the future development on an adjacent 54 
acre site.  

Green Roof at Mitchell Park Library and Community Center (Palo Alto)

Green Infrastructure Planning

In the coming years, member agencies will add new focus to enhancing LID 
infrastructure in public streets and other public property. Green Infrastructure 
Plans, describing the transition from gray to green drainage systems, will be 
developed and approved by member agencies by 2019, as required by the 
MRP. Green Infrastructure Plans will guide the addition of LID features such as 
biotreatment, permeable pavement, or infiltration trenches along public streets, 
sidewalks, and parking lots.  

Green Infrastructure provides multiple benefits, including reduced stormwater 
runoff flows to local creeks and reduced pollutant loads, as well as other 
improvements such as aesthetic quality created by plants and street trees, 
increased shade and energy conservation, higher property values, better air 
quality and safer pedestrian and bicycle facilities.

more than 1,000 acres               
 of urban land are being

treated using LID systems. 

Since July 2012, 
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Outreach Events
Program, consultant, and member agency staff attended 13 community events in 
2015 to interact with the public and talk about preventing urban runoff pollution.  
The Watershed Watch display booth and bean bag toss game were used at 
most events. The bean bag toss game helps children identify the correct way 
to dispose of items such as plastic bags, paint, pesticides, yard trimmings, and 
aluminum cans.  Approximately 2,100 children played the bean bag game. Overall, 
Watershed Watch booth staff distributed more than 5,600 outreach materials and 
giveaways at these events.  

Media Advertising
Watershed Watch advertisements were 
placed on local English and Spanish radio 
stations, Spanish and English television 
stations, transit media (VTA bus back 
and bus shelter posters through a VTA 
partnership), and online media.  Over 
9,965,000 impressions were made in 
the campaign year (FY 14-15), based on 
advertiser tracking and estimates.   Litter 
prevention and less-toxic pest management continued to be the focus of advertising.  Other 
advertising messages included promoting the Santa Clara Valley Green Gardener program, creek-
friendly car washing, and proper disposal of household hazardous wastes.  San José’s Major 
League soccer team, the Earthquakes, helped promote Watershed Watch messages in 2015.  
This new partnership between the team and the City, partially funded by the Program, included 
advertising on VTA buses and light rails, online media, street banners in downtown San José, and 
stadium signage and announcements.

Connecting with the public is an important part of the Program’s urban runoff 
management activities.  Public Information and Participation (PIP) activities, 
such as events, advertising, and educational programs, are carried out under 
the umbrella of the Watershed Watch Campaign (www.mywatershedwatch.
org).  This multi-year, multi-faceted outreach campaign is dedicated to raising 
awareness about protecting watersheds and preventing urban runoff pollution.  
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Watershed Watch School Assemblies
Each year, the Program sponsors 50 educational assemblies by the 
musical group ZunZun at local elementary schools.  These bilingual musical 
assemblies educate elementary school students and their teachers on 
watersheds and urban runoff pollution prevention.  During 2015 year, the 
assemblies reached approximately 10,700 students and their teachers.  

Watershed Watchers Program at Wildlife Refuge
The Program continued to fund a full-time interpretive specialist position at 
the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Environmental 
Education Center  (EEC) for conducting the Watershed Watchers Program 
(WWP).  WWP activities, which are conducted primarily on the weekends, 
build watershed awareness and encourage urban runoff pollution prevention 
behaviors among attendees.  As part of the WWP, EEC staff conducted 148 
on-site programs that attracted approximately 1,040 participants in 2015. In 
addition, EEC staff conducted several off-site outreach programs.

EEC staff and participants birdwatching at the Wildlife Refuge (Environmental 
Education Center).  

Point of Purchase Outreach on Pesticides
The Program maintained literature racks displaying less-toxic pest 
management literature at 35 hardware retail stores and nurseries in Santa 
Clara Valley.  To help customers identify less-toxic products, Program staff 
placed “shelf-talkers” (product identification tags) on store shelves.  The 
Program also funded less-toxic pest control trainings for store employees.  

Santa Clara Valley Green Gardener Training Program 
In 2015, 15 participants graduated from the Santa Clara Valley Green 
Gardener Training Program, resulting in a total of 319 Green Gardener 
graduates since 2009. Training sessions, offered in English or Spanish, 
educate professional landscapers on practices that reduce pollution and 
waste while conserving water and other resources. The Program conducted a 
survey of Green Gardeners in 2015.  Respondents generally reported positive 
experiences with the program: 92% said training helped them solve landscape 
issues without using pesticides, 86% said training gave them more confidence 
to talk with clients about gardening practices, and 90% said they have 
recommended the training to others.  

Outreach on Mercury Risk from Fish Consumption
Using the Guide to Eating Fish and Shellfish from San Francisco Bay materials 
developed by California Department of Public Health, the Program continued 
to conduct outreach in 2015 to individuals fishing in the Bay.  The brochures 
are available on the Watershed Watch website and were distributed at events, 
through educational programs at the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge Environmental Education Center, at local Comprehensive 
Perinatal Services Program clinics, and via four local fishing supply stores.  
In addition, a new ad on safe fish consumption was created and placed on 
online media as part of the Watershed Watch Campaign advertising. The 
advertisement received 478 click-throughs. The goal of the project is to 
educate local residents and fishermen on the risks of eating certain types of 
Bay Fish.  

Watershed 
Watch 
outreach 
helps 
consumers 
identify less-
toxic products 
for use in the 
home and 
garden.  
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Future Activities
Anticipated changes in Program activities based on the newly 
reissued MRP are outlined below.  High priority activities for 
upcoming years are also described.  

Trash Controls
Mandated Reductions – •	 The Program will continue to assist Co-
permittees in addressing trash load reductions of 70% by 2017 and 80% 
by 2019.   

Assessments and Mapping – •	 To reduce impacts on local waterways, the 
Program will continue to track control measure implementation through 
the SCVURPPP Trash Assessment Strategy, which includes conducting 
hundreds of on-land visual assessments.  

Receiving Water Monitoring – •	 Through a regional project, the Program 
will participate in the development of a region-wide receiving water 
monitoring program for trash. 

Zero Litter Initiative – •	 The Program will continue to help lead the ZLI, 
including the coordination of a new webinar series (visit www.scbwmi.org 
for more information).

Water Quality Monitoring
Stream Monitoring – •	 The Program will continue monitoring Santa Clara 
Valley Creeks, including water/sediment toxicity and chemistry monitoring, 
biological assessments, and physical habitat assessments. 

Identification	of	Stressors	and	Sources	–	•	 SCVURPPP will conduct a 
special study on water quality impacts in Upper Penitencia. 

Bay Monitoring – •	 Participation in the Regional Monitoring Program will 
continue in 2016 and throughout the permit term.

PCB & Mercury Controls 

S• ource	Identification	–	SCVURPPP will continue to identify Watershed 
Management Areas (WMA’s) and assist Co-permittees in optimizing 
control measure implementation to reduce PCBs and mercury impacts on 
the Bay.

Control Measure Planning – •	 The Program will begin developing a 
reasonable assurance analysis (RAA) to demonstrate how control 
measures will achieve load reductions. 

Building Demolition – The Program will •	 begin developing guidance for 

Co-permittees to better manage PCB-related building demolition material.  

Low Impact Development
No Missed Opportunities – •	 Municipalities will begin planning Green 
Infrastructure for new development of streets and other public projects.   A 
long-term plan for Green Infrastructure must be submitted to the Water Board 
by 2019.  

GI Planning –•	  The Program will develop guidance and planning tools for 
municipal agencies including a resource library with local case studies and staff 
training workshops.   

GI Outreach – •	 The Program will assist in outreach to the public, the 
development community (developers, engineers, landscape architects, and 
contractors), member agency staff and managers from various departments, 
and elected officials.  The Program will also coordinate with relevant State and 
local transportation and environmental agencies.  

Public Outreach

Continuation of Outreach – •	 Through Green Gardener courses, education 
events, and outreach on mercury risk and less-toxic pest management, the 
Program will continue to implement its award-winning public outreach program. 

Media Advertising – •	 The Program plans to continue its partnership with the 
San José Earthquakes soccer team on litter reduction outreach.  

Management Committee
Member Agencies              Voting Representatives
Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, 
Saratoga*..............................................................................Kelly Carroll
Cupertino...........................................................................Cheri Donnelly
Los Altos.............................................................................Aida Fairman
Los Altos Hills.....................................................................Richard Chiu
Milpitas......................................................................................Judy Chu
Mountain View...................................................................Eric Anderson
Palo Alto............................................................................Kirsten Struve
San José.............................................................................Napp Fukuda
Santa Clara............................................................................Dave Staub
Santa Clara County Unincorporated.............................Michael Rhoades
Santa Clara Valley Water District..............................................Liang Lee
Sunnyvale............................................................................Melody Tovar
SCVURPPP Program Staff......................Adam Olivieri, Chris Sommers, 
     Jill Bicknell and Vishakha Atre
*Managed under the West Valley Clean Water Program
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